
Complaint

Filed

Initial Commission 

Meeting

Review complaint and staff

evaluation.

Possible actions:

• Close complaint

• Open staff inquiry

Complaint

Evaluation

Staff Inquiry

• Open staff inquiry

• Commence preliminary 

investigation

Commission Proceedings

Staff Inquiry

Commission Meeting

Following Staff Inquiry

Review staff report and results

of investigation.

Possible actions:

• Close complaint

• Issue advisory letter *

• Commence preliminary

investigation

Preliminary

Investigation

* only if judge has been
notified and given 

opportunity to respond to

allegations

Commission Meeting

Following Preliminary

Investigation

Review staff report and results

of investigation.

Possible actions:

Commission Proceedings

• Close complaint

• Issue advisory letter *

• Issue notice of intended

private admonishment *

• Issue notice of intended 

public admonishment *

• Institute formal proceedings *

* only if judge has been  notified
and given opportunity to respond

to allegations



Judge’s Options:

• Accept admonishment;

admonishment issues

• Demand appearance before

commission to contest

admonishment 

• Reject admonishment and 

demand formal proceedings

Appearance Before Commission

to Contest Admonishment

Review record, judge’s objections

and argument.

Possible Actions:

• Close complaint

• Issue advisory letter

• Issue private admonishment

Issuance of Notice

of Intended Private

Admonishment

-or-

Issuance of Notice

of Intended Public

Admonishment

demand formal proceedings
• Issue private admonishment

• Issue public admonishment

Appearance Before

Commission

Review record, special masters’

report, and parties’ briefs and

arguments.

Possible actions:

Proceedings

Before Special

Masters

and
Formal 

Proceedings

Instituted Possible actions:

• Removal/retirement

• Public censure

• Public admonishment

• Private admonishment

• Advisory letter

• Close case

Special Masters’

Report to

Commission

Instituted

Appearance Before Commission

to Contest Admonishment

Review record, judge’s objections

and argument.

Possible Actions:

Close complaint

Issue advisory letter

Issue private admonishmentIssue private admonishment

Issue public admonishment

Appearance Before

Review record, special masters’

report, and parties’ briefs and

Possible actions:

Judge’s Options Following

Commission Decision:

• Accept commission action

• Petition Supreme Court

Supreme Court Action

Following Petition by

Judge:

• Review granted;
Possible actions:

Removal/retirement

Public censure

Public admonishment

Private admonishment

Advisory letter

• Petition Supreme Court

for review (all sanctions

except advisory letter)

• Petition Supreme Court

for Writ of Mandate (if

advisory letter)

• Review granted;

commission decision 

affirmed or reversed

• Review denied


